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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a first action on the merits of application 10/796333. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. The restriction filed 8/11/2005 is hereby withdrawn. All original claims filed 
3/9/2004 will be examined. 



Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference characters "154" and 
"164" have both been used to designate the same part in figure 9. 

• failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference characters "94" and 
"80" have both been used to designate the same part in figure 10. 

• failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they include the following 
reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 216, 277 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the “middle disk low 
friction portion... extending radially outward... beyond the middle disk high friction 
arcuate segment...” must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
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replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New 
Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to due to the following informalities: 

• as provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), each of the section headings should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type 

• reference numeral 245 has been used to designate both a “shaft” and a “spring 
portion” (P32/L2,3) 

• reference numeral 272 has been used to designate both a “bushing” (P37/L1) 
and a “tab portion” (P41/L9) 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

5. Claims 15 and 26 are objected to because there appears to be a typographical 
error in lines 1 and 3 of the claims, respectively. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most neariy connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claim 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the written description does not appear to disclose the 
“middle disk low friction portion... extending radially outward... beyond the middle disk 
high friction arcuate segment...”. 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claims 1-27 are not distinct as to what the applicant is claiming by including the 
apparatus limitations (ie: “...the picking member has in supporting connection therewith 
a middle disk portion and a first outboard disk portion...”) within the method claim. It is 
recommended that the apparatus limitations be recited using a method step (ie: 
“...providing a picking member, a middle disk portion in supporting connection 
therewith, a first outboard disk portion...”). See MPEP 2173. 05(p). 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the stalk" in line 7 of step (d) of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It appears as though the 
intended word is “stack" and will be interpreted accordingly. 

Claim 13 recites “...a first flange portion extends... radially outboard beyond...”. 

It is unclear what this recitation means. Is the intended word “outward”? The claim will 
be interpreted to recite “outward” rather than “outboard”. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

10. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1 1 . Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims are directed to 
neither a method nor an apparatus (see H9) but rather embrace or overlap two statutory 
classes of invention. See MPEP 2173.05(p). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

13. Claims 17-27, as best understood by the examiner (see H5,9,1 1), are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Graef USPub 2001/0042292. 

Regarding claim 17, Graef discloses a similar method comprising: 

a) in an automated banking machine (10) including a stack of sheets (42), engaging 
an end sheet bounding the stack with a movable high friction picker surface 

(1 16), wherein the high friction picker surface engages a first side of the end 
sheet (H0064) 

b) moving the high friction picker surface to urge the end sheet to move along a first 
direction into engagement with a stripping surface (96), wherein the stripping 
surface acts on a leading edge area and a second side of the end sheet opposed 
of the first side in a stripping area and resists movement of the end sheet from 
the stack, and generally prevents sheets other than the end sheet from moving 
from the stack and between the picker surface and the stripping surface 
(110006,0062,0063) (fig. 14) 

c) during at least a portion of (b) engaging the end sheet with a projecting surface in 
supporting connection with the picking surface and transversely adjacent to the 
stripping area (fig. 6) 
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Regarding claim 18, Graef further discloses the method wherein the picking surface 
comprises a high friction arcuate segment (116) supported on a rotating cylindrical 
portion, and wherein in (b) the rotating cylindrical portion rotates in a first rotational 
direction (H0005) (fig.2). 

Regarding claim 19, Graef further discloses the method wherein in (c) the projecting 
surface engages the end sheet as the leading edge area moves intermediate of the 
picker surface and the stripping surface (1)0005,0064) (fig.2). 

Regarding claim 20, Graef further discloses the method wherein the picker surface 
comprises a surface of a high friction arcuate segment supported on a rotatable first 
cylindrical portion, and wherein the projecting portion comprises a low friction arcuate 
segment (118) supported on the first cylindrical portion transversely disposed of the 
high friction arcuate segment, wherein in (b) and in (c) the cylindrical portion rotates in a 
first direction (1)0064). 

Regarding claim 21, Graef further discloses the method during at least a portion of 
(b) and subsequent to (c) further comprising (d) disengaging the end sheet from the 
projecting surface (1)0064). 

Regarding claim 22, Graef further discloses the method further comprising a picker 
member wherein the picker member comprises the first cylindrical portion, and wherein 
the picker member includes at least one outboard high friction arcuate portion (120) 
transversely disposed from the high friction arcuate segment, and further comprising (e) 
during at least a portion of (d) engaging the end sheet with the at least one outboard 
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high friction arcuate portion, wherein such engagement urges the end sheet to move in 
the first direction (T|0064,0065) (fig. 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 23, Graef further discloses the method wherein the picker 
member comprises a pair of outboard cylindrical portions (92,94) transversely disposed 
from the first cylindrical portion, and wherein each of the outboard cylindrical portions 
includes one of the outboard high friction arcuate portions (120,124), and wherein in (e) 
the end note is engaged with the outboard high friction arcuate portions on the outboard 
cylindrical portions (fig.2) (1j0065). 

Regarding claim 24, Graef further discloses the method subsequent to (e) further 
comprising engaging the end sheet with a carry away roll (86), wherein the carry away 
roll urges the end sheet to move away from the stack (1|0060) (fig. 5,6). 

Regarding claim 25, Graef further discloses the method wherein in (e) the end 
sheet is moved between the carry away roll and the first cylindrical portion (fig. 5,6). 

Regarding claim 26, Graef further discloses the method wherein the first 
cylindrical portion includes a resilient band (110) extending circumferentially thereon, 
and wherein the resilient band includes the high friction arcuate segment engages (see 
114) by the end note in (a). 

Regarding claim 27, Graef further discloses the method prior to (b), further 
comprising receiving at least one input from a user corresponding to a request for cash 
through at least one input device of the automated banking machine, and subsequent to 
(f) delivering the end sheet to the user (1|0003,0043). 
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14. Claims 17-25, as best understood by the examiner (see H5,9,1 1), are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sugiura USP 6,186,490. 

Regarding claim 17, Sugiura discloses a similar method comprising: 

a) in an automated banking machine including a stack of sheets, engaging an end 
sheet bounding the stack with a movable high friction picker surface (22), 
wherein the high friction picker surface engages a first side of the end sheet 
(C5/L49-55) (fig.2,5). 

b) moving the high friction picker surface to urge the end sheet to move along a first 
direction into engagement with a stripping surface (3), wherein the stripping 
surface acts on a leading edge area and a second side of the end sheet opposed 
of the first side in a stripping area and resists movement of the end sheet from 
the stack, and generally prevents sheets other than the end sheet from moving 
from the stack and between the picker surface and the stripping surface (fig. 2) 
(C3/L48-53) 

c) during at least a portion of (b) engaging the end sheet with a projecting surface in 
supporting connection with the picking surface and transversely adjacent to the 
stripping area (fig. 2) 

Regarding claim 18, Sugiura further discloses the method wherein the picking 
surface comprises a high friction arcuate segment (22) supported on a rotating 
cylindrical portion (2), and wherein in (b) the rotating cylindrical portion rotates in a first 
rotational direction (fig.2). 
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Regarding claim 19, Sugiura further discloses the method wherein in (c) the 
projecting surface engages the end sheet as the leading edge area moves intermediate 
of the picker surface and the stripping surface (fig.2). 

Regarding claim 20, Sugiura further discloses the method wherein the picker surface 
comprises a surface of a high friction arcuate segment (22) supported on a rotatable 
first cylindrical portion, and wherein the projecting portion comprises a low friction 
arcuate segment supported on the first cylindrical portion transversely disposed of the 
high friction arcuate segment, wherein in (b) and in (c) the cylindrical portion rotates in a 
first direction (C5/L49-55) (fig.2). 

Regarding claim 21, Sugiura further discloses the method during at least a portion of 
(b) and subsequent to (c) further comprising (d) disengaging the end sheet from the 
projecting surface (C4/L2-8). 

Regarding claim 22, Sugiura further discloses the method further comprising a 
picker member (4) wherein the picker member comprises the first cylindrical portion, 
and wherein the picker member includes at least one outboard high friction arcuate 
portion (7) transversely disposed from the high friction arcuate segment, and further 
comprising (e) during at least a portion of (d) engaging the end sheet with the at least 
one outboard high friction arcuate portion, wherein such engagement urges the end 
sheet to move in the first direction (fig. 1,2) (C4/L2-8, 39-44). 

Regarding claim 23, Sugiura further discloses the method wherein the picker 
member comprises a pair of outboard cylindrical portions (4) transversely disposed from 
the first cylindrical portion, and wherein each of the outboard cylindrical portions 
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includes one of the outboard high friction arcuate portions (7) and wherein in (e) the end 
note is engaged with the outboard high friction arcuate portions on the outboard 
cylindrical portions (fig.1 ,2). 

Regarding claim 24, Graef further discloses the method subsequent to (e) further 
comprising engaging the end sheet with a carry away roll (8), wherein the carry away 
roll urges the end sheet to move away from the stack (fig.1 ) (C3/L55-57, C4/L2-8). 

Regarding claim 25, Graef further discloses the method wherein in (e) the end 
sheet is moved between the carry away roll and the first cylindrical portion (fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 1-11, as best understood by the examiner (see 1|7, 9, 11), is rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugiura USP 6,186,490 in view of 
Boucher USP 6,655,679. 

Sugiura discloses a similar method comprising: 
a) engaging an end note bounding a stack of notes (1 1) in an automated banking 
machine (C1/L4-7) with a rotatable picking member, wherein the picking member 
is rotatable about a first axis, and wherein the picking member has in supporting 
connection therewith a middle disk portion (2) and a first outboard disk portion 
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disposed (4) on a first axial side of the middle disk portion, and a second 
outboard disk portion (4) disposed on a second axial side of the middle disk 
portion opposed of the first axial side (fig.1 ,2) 

b) rotating the picking member about the first axis in a first rotational direction to a 
first rotational position, wherein the end note is engaged with a middle disk high 
friction arcuate segment (20,22) in supporting connection with the middle disk 
portion, and a stripping member (3) in opposed biased relation with the middle 
disk high friction arcuate segment, wherein the middle disk high friction arcuate 
segment and the stripping member apply opposing forces to the end note in a 
stripping area (C3/L46-53), and wherein in the first rotational position the end 
note is further engaged with a middle disk low friction arcuate projecting portion 
in supporting connection with the middle disk portion (C5/L4-8), and wherein in 
the first rotational position the middle disk low friction arcuate projecting portion 
engages the end note in a support area axially disposed on the middle disk 
portion of the stripping area, and wherein in the first rotational position of the 
picking member the end note is in engagement with a first outboard disk low 
friction portion in supporting connection with the first outboard disk portion and a 
second outboard disk low friction portion in supporting connection with the 
second outboard disk portion (C5/L4-1 4,49-52; C6/L2-1 8,35-37) 

c) rotating the picking member in the first rotational direction about the first 
rotational position to a second rotational position, wherein in the second 
rotational position the end note is engaged with the middle disk high friction 
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arcuate segment (20,22) and the stripping member, and wherein in the second 
rotational position the low friction arcuate projecting portion does not extend 
radially outward beyond the middle disk high friction arcuate segment when in 
engagement with the end note in the support area, and wherein in the second 
rotational position the end note is in engagement with a first outboard disk high 
friction segment (7) in supporting connection with the first outboard disk portion 
and a second outboard disk high friction segment (7) in supporting connection 
with the second outboard disk portion (fig.4,5) (C6/L2-35) 
d) rotating the picking member in the first rotational direction about the second 
rotational position, wherein the end note moves relative to other notes the stack 
in engagement with the middle disk high friction arcuate segment, the first 
outboard disk high friction segment, the second outboard disk high friction 
segment and in intermediate relation of the middle disk high friction arcuate 
segment and the stripping member, whereby the end note is generally separated 
from the stalk (C3/L34-45) (fig. 10) 

Sugiura does not expressly disclose the middle disk low friction arcuate 
projection portion extending radially outward relative to the first axis beyond the middle 
disk high friction arcuate segment. 

Boucher teaches the middle disk low friction arcuate projection portion (26) 
extending radially outward relative to the first axis beyond the middle disk high friction 
arcuate segment (28) (fig. 3) for the purpose of feeding notes by way of a select portion 
of the picking member in its rotation (C5/L20-65). 
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At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have the middle disk low friction arcuate projection portion extending radially 
outward relative to the first axis beyond the middle disk high friction arcuate segment, 
as taught by Boucher, in the method of Sugiura, for the purpose of feeding notes by way 
of a select portion of the picking member in its rotation. 

Regarding claim 2, Sugiura discloses the method further comprising (e) after the 
end note moves into intermediate relation of the middle disk portion and stripping 
member, engaging the end note with at least one carry away member (8), and moving 
the end note in engagement with the at least one carry away member (C3/L55-57, 
C5/L44-48, C7/L11-15) (fig. 1.2,3). 

Regarding claim 3, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one carry 
away member is in engagement with the picking member, wherein in (e) the at least one 
carry away member rotates responsive to rotation of the picking member (C3/L55-57, 
C7/L11-15)(fig.1,2,3). 

Regarding claim 4, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one carry 
away member is in opposed generally abutting relation with at least one of the middle 
disk portion, first outboard disk portion, and second outboard disk portion, and wherein 
in (e) the end note moves in intermediate relation between the at least one carry away 
member and the at least one middle disk portion, first outboard disk portion and second 
outboard disk portion (C5/L44-48) (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one carry 
away member is in opposed abutting relation with the middle disk portion, and wherein 
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in (e) the end note moves in intermediate relation of the middle disk portion and the at 
least one carry away member (C5/L44-48) (fig. 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 6, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one middle 
disk portion, first outboard disk portion and second outboard disk portion has at least 
one resilient drive arcuate segment supported thereon, wherein in (e) the end note 
moves in intermediate relation of the at least one carry away member and the at least 
one drive arcuate segment (C3/L34-45, C4/L23-30, C5/L44-48) (fig.4,5). 

Regarding claim 7, Sugiura discloses the method further comprising (f) moving 
the at least one carry away member through engagement with the at least one drive 
arcuate segment at a time when the end note does not extend in intermediate relation 
between the carry away member and drive arcuate segment (C3/L34-45, C4/L23-30, 
C5/L4-14) (fig.4,5). 

Regarding claim 8, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one drive 
arcuate segment extends a full circumference of the at least one middle disk portion, 
first outboard disk portion and second outboard disk portion, and wherein in (e) the end 
note is engaged in intermediate relation of a first portion of the at least one drive arcuate 
segment, and wherein in (e) the carry away member is engaged with a second portion 
of the at least one drive arcuate segment (C3/L34-45, C4/L23-30, C5/L4-14) (fig.2,4,5). 

Regarding claim 9, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the first portion of the 
at least one drive arcuate segment with which the note is engaged in (e), is integral with 
the middle disk high friction arcuate segment (fig.4). 
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Regarding claim 10, Sugiura discloses the method wherein the at least one drive 
arcuate segment comprises a continuous segment extending about the middle disk 
portion, wherein the at least one carry away member is disposed in a first rotational 
position relative to the stripping member, and wherein in (e) the end note moves in 
intermediate relation between the middle disk portion and the carry away member 
(fig.2,4) (C5/L44-48). 

Regarding claim 11, Sugiura discloses the method wherein at least one of the 
first outboard disk portion and second outboard disk portion comprises at least one low 
friction arcuate segment angularly disposed relative to the first outboard disk high 
friction segment and second outboard disk high friction segment, and prior to (a) further 
comprising (g) engaging the end note with the at least one low friction arcuate segment 
(fig.2,4,5) (C5/L4-8, 44-48). 

17. Claim 12, as best understood by the examiner (see 1|7,9,1 1), is rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugiura USP 6,186,490 in view of Boucher 
USP 6,655,679 in further view of DiBlasio USP 4,474,365. 

Sugiura discloses all the limitations of the claim (see 1|15), and further discloses a 
method wherein the first outboard disk portion comprises a continuous resilient first 
band extending circumferentially thereon, and wherein the continuous resilient first band 
includes the first outboard disk high friction segment but does not expressly disclose the 
first outboard disk portion including at least one first flange portion extending 
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transversely of the first band and radially outward beyond the first resilient band, and 
wherein the end note is engaged with the at least one first flange portion. 

DiBlasio teaches the first outboard disk portion including at least one first flange 
portion extending transversely of the first band and radially outward beyond the first 
resilient band, and wherein the end note is engaged with the at least one first flange 
portion (fig.4) (C5/L47-53) for the purpose of the stripping member overlapping the outer 
periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a more effective contact of the 
note. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employ the first outboard disk portion including at least one first flange portion 
extending transversely of the first band and radially outward beyond the first resilient 
band, and wherein the end note is engaged with the at least one first flange portion, as 
taught by DiBlasio, in the method of Sugiura, for the purpose of the stripping member 
overlapping the outer periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a more 
effective contact of the note. 

Regarding claim 13, Sugiura discloses all the limitations of the claim, but does 
not expressly disclose a method wherein a first flange portion extends on each 
transverse side of and radially outboard beyond the first band, wherein in (g) the end 
note is engaged with a first flange portion on each side of the first band. 

DiBlasio teaches the first flange portion extending on each transverse side of and 
radially outboard beyond the first band, wherein in (g) the end note is engaged with a 
first flange portion on each side of the first band (fig.4) (C5/L47-53) for the purpose of 
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the stripping member overlapping the outer periphery of the first outboard disk portion to 
facilitate a more effective contact of the note. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have the first flange portion extend on each transverse side of and radially 
outboard beyond the first band, wherein the end note is engaged with a first flange 
portion on each side of the first band, as taught by DiBlasio, in the method of Sugiura, 
for the purpose of the stripping member overlapping the outer periphery of the first 
outboard disk portion to facilitate a more effective contact of the note. 

Regarding claim 14, Sugiura discloses all the limitations of the claim, but does 
not expressly disclose a method wherein the second outboard disk portion comprises a 
continuous resilient second band extending circumferentially thereon, wherein the 
continuous resilient second band includes the second outboard disk high friction 
segment, and wherein the second outboard disk portion includes at least one second 
flange portion extending transversely of the second band, and wherein in (g) the end 
note is engaged with the second flange portion. 

DiBlasio teaches the second outboard disk portion comprising a continuous 
resilient second band extending circumferentially thereon, wherein the continuous 
resilient second band includes the second outboard disk high friction segment, and 
wherein the second outboard disk portion includes at least one second flange portion 
extending transversely of the second band, and wherein in (g) the end note is engaged 
with the second flange portion (fig.4) (C5/L47-53) for the purpose of the stripping 
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member overlapping the outer periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a 
more effective contact of the note. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have the second outboard disk portion comprise a continuous resilient second 
band extending circumferentially thereon, wherein the continuous resilient second band 
includes the second outboard disk high friction segment, and wherein the second 
outboard disk portion includes at least one second flange portion extending transversely 
of the second band, and wherein the end note is engaged with the second flange 
portion, as taught by DiBlasio, in the method of Sugiura, for the purpose of the stripping 
member overlapping the outer periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a 
more effective contact of the note. 

Regarding claim 15, Sugiura discloses all the limitations of the claim, but does 
not expressly disclose a method wherein a pair of first flange portions extends on each 
transverse side and radially outward beyond the first band on the first outboard disk 
portion, and wherein one of a pair of second flange portions extends on each transverse 
side and radially outward beyond the second band on the second outboard disk portion, 
and wherein in (g) the end note is engaged with first flange portions on each transverse 
side of the first band and second flange portions on each transverse side of the second 
band. 

DiBlasio teaches a pair of first flange portions extending on each transverse side 
and radially outward beyond the first band on the first outboard disk portion, and 
wherein one of a pair of second flange portions extends on each transverse side and 
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radially outward beyond the second band on the second outboard disk portion, and 
wherein in (g) the end note is engaged with first flange portions on each transverse side 
of the first band and second flange portions on each transverse side of the second band 
(fig.4) (C5/L47-53) for the purpose of the stripping member overlapping the outer 
periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a more effective contact of the 
note. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have a pair of first flange portions extend on each transverse side and radially 
outward beyond the first band on the first outboard disk portion, and wherein one of a 
pair of second flange portions extends on each transverse side and radially outward 
beyond the second band on the second outboard disk portion, and wherein the end note 
is engaged with first flange portions on each transverse side of the first band and 
second flange portions on each transverse side of the second band, as taught by 
DiBlasio, in the method of Sugiura, for the purpose of the stripping member overlapping 
the outer periphery of the first outboard disk portion to facilitate a more effective contact 
of the note. 

18. Claim 16, as best understood by the examiner (see ^7,9,1 1), is rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugiura USP 6,186,490 in view of Boucher 
USP 6,655,679 and DiBlasio USP 4,474,365 in further view of Beskitt USP 6,331 ,000. 

Sugiura discloses all the limitations of the claim (see 1j17), but does not expressly 
disclose further comprising receiving from a user at least one input through at least one 
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input device of the automated banking machine, the at least one input corresponding to 
a request for cash, and subsequent to (d), dispensing the end note from the automated 
banking machine to the user. 

Beskitt teaches receiving from a user at least one input through at least one input 
device (18,20) of the automated banking machine (C4/L66-67, C5/L1-10), the at least 
one input corresponding to a request for cash, and subsequent to (d), dispensing the 
end note from the automated banking machine to the user for the purpose of identifying 
a user prior to dispensing notes (C5/L1 1-45). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to dispense the end note from the automated banking machine to the user upon 
receiving from a user at least one input through at least one input device of the 
automated banking machine, the at least one input corresponding to a request for cash, 
as taught by Beskitt, in the method of Sugiura, for the purpose of identifying a user prior 
to dispensing notes. 
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Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie A. Nicholson III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor. Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-6911. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LN. 
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